
 

 
 
 
With 2026 almost here, we wanted to make junior members, parents, and breeders aware of 
some important changes that will go into effect starting January 1, 2026.  
 
NJAA WEBSITE 
The National Junior Angus Association website will be updated to include information for this 
year’s upcoming shows and events. You will find updated general rules, contest rules, calendar, 
and entry forms.  
 
ONLINE ENTRIES 
Like last year, all entries MUST be submitted online.  

• Junior show entry forms are found on the NJAA website for the following shows: 
MAJAC, Eastern Regional, National Junior Angus Show, Atlantic National, All American 
Angus Breeders Futurity and Northwest Regional Preview.  

o  Western Regional and Northwest Preview entries will be located on the 
Showman App.   

• Open show entry forms will be found on the Angus website under Shows & Events > 
Upcoming Shows for the following shows: Atlantic National, and All-American Angus 
Breeders Futurity. 

o Western National Angus Futurity will be live on the Showman App.  
 

RULE REMINDER 
The General Rules are rules that the American Angus Association has adopted for use at its 
National, Regional and Regional Preview Junior Angus Shows. Anything that is listed in red is 
used to bring attention to changes and/or clarifications. 
 
**UPDATED and NEW RULES** 

1. Age Eligibility Lowered 
The NJAA age requirement is being lowered to 7 years old. The updated rule reads: 
Exhibitors must be the ages of 7–21 as of January 1 of the current year, with birthdates 
ranging from January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2018, and must be a Junior, 
Regular, or Life Member of the American Angus Association. Junior membership shall be 
issued only to an individual and shall expire upon attainment of age 21. Participation is 
acceptable through the calendar year of the individual’s 21st birthday. 
 

2. Ownership Rule Update 
A new rule will allow multi-ownership of owned animals between siblings, provided all 
siblings meet NJAA age requirements and are listed as owners by the ownership 
deadline. The rule will read: 
Owned animals can be multi-owned between siblings as long as all siblings own the 
animal by the ownership date and are within NJAA show rule ages (as of January 1). 
 

https://www.angus.org/njaa/get-involved/njaa-shows
https://cd.angus.org/-/media/project/american-angus-association/angus/pdf/njaa/shows/00_landing-page/generalrules---updated-2025.pdf?_gl=1*1tkm2i9*_gcl_au*NzgxMzMwOTE1LjE3NTk4NjA2MjM.*_ga*OTQxMjE2MjIwLjE3NTk4NjA2MjQ.*_ga_E84ZEKVDWN*czE3NjM3NjM1NzEkbzg2JGcxJHQxNzYzNzY0MjA3JGoxOSRsMCRoMzg4Nzg3NzUw


 

 
 
The bred-and-owned animals can be multi-owned, but the exhibitor showman must be 
the breeder, first and continuous owner. Multi-owned bred and owned animals 
CANNOT be shown as a bred-and-owned animal and an owned animal at the same 
NJAA-sponsored show. Meaning one sibling CANNOT show the animal as a bred-and-
owned animal and the another sibling show the animal as an owned animal in the same 
show. The animal can only show once in the heifer show and once in the Phenotype 
Genotype Show.  

 
OWNERSHIP DATES  
One of the biggest issues we see is junior animals not meeting ownership deadlines.  
 

1) All ownerships dates will be based on PROCESS DATE, which can be found at the bottom 
of the registration paper or animal look-up. This refers to the date that our office 
processes a transfer not SALE DATE. 

a. To transfer an animal, the original registration paper with completed transfer 
information from the seller must be mailed in or if the registration paper is 
electronically stored, the transfer can be sent electronically. If you need to 
transfer the animal prior to the original registration being received by the 
American Angus Association, please call the Events and Junior Activities 
Department at 816-383-5100. 

2) All animals need to be registered by or before the ownership deadline. For example, if 
the ownership date is May 1, 2026, the process date needs to be on or before May 1, 
2026. 

a. This also applies to bred and owned animals. All bred and owned animals need 
to be registered by the ownership deadline.  

 
3) Any animals that require DNA will need to CLEAR on or before the ownership date. This 

includes ET calves, so please plan accordingly.  
 

Rule 104 d. Calves produced by embryo transplant: This is a reminder of AAA protocol 
for donor dams as referenced in the Breeder’s Reference Guide: As amended June 8, 
2023, any donor born after January 1, 2023, will need to have parentage markers on file 
AND be tested for the genetic condition bundle for ET calves to be registered.   

 
 
 
Below is a table of ownership deadlines for NJAA sponsored shows. For more dates and 
deadlines, see the calendar on the NJAA website.  
 



 

 
 

NJAA sponsored 
shows 

Show Dates Ownership Date 
(process date) 

Early Entry 
Deadline 

Late Deadline 

MAJAC March 13-15th  February 6th      February 6th   February 20th   
Western Regionals March 27-29th  February 13th     February 13th   February 27th   
Atlantic Nationals May 22-24th  May 1st     April 17th   May 1st      
All American 
Breeder's Futurity 

June 13-14th  May 1st     May 1st    May 15th    

Northwest Preview  June 18-21st  May 1st        May 1st    May 15th    
Eastern Regionals June 18-21st  May 1st     May 1st    May 15th    
National Junior 
Angus Show  

July 11-18th  May 15th     May 1st    June 5th     

 
EID’s as Primary Identification 
The American Angus Association is accepting EID’s as a form of primary identification for check-
in at the following shows: MAJAC, Eastern Regional, Western Regional, Atlantic National, All 
American Breeders Futurity, Northwest Regional, and National Junior Angus Show. If you have 
an EID listed as primary identification, we will read the EID number to verify the animal at 
check-in (similar to tattoo). As we start to incorporate EID technology into our check-in process, 
we encourage breeders to register 2026 calves with EID as the primary form of identification. 
See the full rule statement below: 

Any animal, which does not have legible primary identification marks (ear tattoo marks, freeze-branded marks, hot 
branded marks, or electronic identification tag (EID)) corresponding to the primary identification on its registration 
certificate, upon checking in for the show is ineligible to show. Once disqualified due to an incorrect, illegible, or 
absence of a primary identification mark, animals cannot be identified and re-checked at the show. 

 

If your animal is already registered and you would like to update the primary identification type 
to EID, please return the original registration certificate to the Association with the full EID 
number stated as primary and identify the secondary form of identification. If the animal is 
electronically stored, the correction can be processed electronically. A registration correction 
fee may apply. 
  
BQA for NJAS: Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) or an equivalent (YQCA) is required to compete at 
the National Junior Angus Show for ALL NJAS exhibitors. There will be a section to upload your 
certificate in AAA Login.  
Note: Juniors will need to have their own AAA Login to have the ability to upload. A joint account under a 
farm name will not have the upload option.   
 

UPDATED CLASSIFICATIONS 
Updated classifications for both junior and open shows can be found here.   
 
 
 
 

https://www.angus.org/shows/classifications


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NJAA Showmanship: Novice, Junior, and Intermediate showmanship will take place on 
Tuesday, July 14th starting at 9:30 a.m. The contest is available to the following age divisions, as 
of January 1 of the current year:   

Novice (7-9)    Intermediate A (14-15)  
Junior A (10-11)  Intermediate B (16-17)  
Junior B (12-13)  

Rules for the NJAA Showmanship Contest can be found at the NJAA Website under contests. 
Exhibitors competing in showmanship must sign up for the contest prior to the entry deadline 
on their AAA login.   
 

Contests: There are many contests for NJAA members to participate in both in person at NJAS 
and Virtual! A few changes to note: 

• Creative Writing deadline is May 15th   

• Career Development deadline is May 1st and the contest will take place June 1st, 
virtually. 

• Cook Off, Photography, and Graphic Design deadlines are May 15th  
 
For all contest information you can find it here. Note – Updated Contest Rules will be on the 
website January 2nd.  
 
With questions regarding any of the changes, don’t hesitate to reach out to the Events and 
Junior Activities Department. We are looking forward to a great year ahead! 

 
 
 

Events and Junior Activities Department 

Email: events@angus.org         Direct: 816.383.5100  

 

American Angus Association 
3201 Frederick Ave. 
St. Joseph, MO 64506 
816.383.5100 
www.ANGUS.org  

 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE OPPORTUNITIES PROVIDED BY ATTENDING NJAA LEADERSHIP CONFERENCES  

CHECK THE NJAA WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO ON JAN. 2  

RAISING THE BAR – Iowa State 

• April 9-12, 2026 

• 3-day event centered around an agricultural campus or land grant university 

• Limited 50 attendees of 14–20-year-olds attendees 

• Sponsored by the Angus Foundation and the Minix Endowment 

 

LEADERS ENGAGED IN ANGUS DEVELOPMENT (LEAD) – Happily Ever Angus – Orlando, Florida  

• July 28-31, 2026 

• 3-day event focused on exploring Angus and agriculture in different regions of the country 

• 14–20-year-olds 

• Sponsored by the Angus Foundation and the Chambers Endowment 

 

https://www.angus.org/njaa/get-involved/contests
mailto:events@angus.org
http://www.angus.org/

